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Norwegian Nansen Frigates Tap Thales For SATCOM Solution  
 

The Norwegian Defence Procurement Division has awarded a contract to Thales to deliver a new 
satellite communications system for the five Norwegian Nansen class frigates. 

 

Dallas, TX – January 19, 2009 — This comprehensive contract will significantly enhance the 
effectiveness of the Nansen class frigates, enabling them to communicate over secure, high bandwidth 
satellite links, both with other national and allied force elements. Thales will deliver a complete SATCOM 
solution for the Nansen class frigates, including state‐of‐the art military SHF and an advanced dual band 
Ka/Ku solution engineered to give the best trade‐off between performance and installation constraints 
on‐board the frigates. The Thales solution is based on 
the sea‐proven SURFSAT Naval SATCOM family, with 
leading‐edge multi‐band and stabilised system, using 
multiple transmission systems ensuring seamless on‐
board integration. The terminals will be fitted with a 
range of modems including M21e, the most 
advanced SATCOM Electronic Protected Measures 
(EPM) modem from Thales. Based on the EPM 
modems product line already selected by NATO, 
M21e is a software ! modem fully compliant with 
NATO STANAG 4606 ensuring interoperability among 
allied forces. It provides a future oriented full IP 
adaptive waveform and on‐board Electronic Support 
Measures (ESM) compatibility, in a very compact 
housing easy to integrate on‐board. The Norwegian Navy will thus benefit from high data rate SATCOM 
links enhancing the availability, confidentiality and integrity of voice and data information against 
potential jamming, interference and intrusion threats. 
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About Overwatch 
Overwatch Systems Limited (“Overwatch”), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc. and an operating unit of 
Textron Systems, provides a suite of integrated software tools that is dedicated to the analysis, design, 
development, and support of complex intelligence, information, and communications systems. A leader in software 
C4ISR systems that use industry standards to provide intelligence products that are light-weight, portable, 
scalable, and interoperable for the warfighter, first responder and counterterrorism analysts. Overwatch has 
obtained CMMI® Level 5 rating and AS9100, ISO9001-2000 certifications. Overwatch Systems Tactical Operations 
is committed to the Warfighter!  For more information about Overwatch Systems and product demonstrations, 
contact business development at 512-358-2600 or visit the company web site at www.overwatch.com. 
 
About Textron Systems 
Textron Systems Corporation (Textron Systems) has been providing innovative solutions to the defense, homeland 
security and aerospace communities for over 50 years.  Known for its precision smart weapons, surveillance 



systems, complex intelligence systems, aircraft control components, piston engines, armored vehicles and 
unmanned aircraft systems, Textron Systems includes AAI, HR Textron, Lycoming Engines, Overwatch Tactical 
Operations, Overwatch Geospatial Operations, Textron Defense Systems, and Textron Marine & Land.  Textron 
Systems is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Avco Corporation. Avco Corporation is a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Textron Inc.  More information is available at www.textronsystems.com. 


